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d r  g e o r g e  m i c h e l l

Born in Australia, George Michell finished a PhD on early Indian Temple Architecture 
at the School of  Oriental and African Studies, University of  London, in 1974. During 
the late 1970s, he travelled through West Bengal and Bangladesh, visiting many of  the 
temples that the Late Professor David McCutchion had documented. When it came to 
editing the 1983 book Brick Temples of  Bengal for Princeton University Press, George 
invited local scholars who had worked with David to contribute. Since then, he has 
researched extensively in the Deccan region of  peninsular India, notably at the 14th-
16th century capital of  Vijayanagara, known popularly as Hampi.

In his illustrated talk, George Michell will follow Professor McCutchion’s 
typological classification of  Bengal brick temples by discussing the different hut 
(bangla), pinnacle (ratna), and towered (deul) types, each of  which evolved over the 
centuries to produce a profusion of  architectural designs. This stylistic diversity is 
enhanced by moulded and cut terracotta plaques that illustrate popular deities and 
legends. Once the British are established in Bengal, brick temples adopt European 
style Classical features, sometimes even European figures. 


