Cuppa flows over: Tea
for thought at show

Do vou know that vour morn-
ing cuppa comes with a rich
and varied history, that it wasa
point of contention among emi-
nent nationalists and plaved a
key role in bringing about so-
cio-ecomamic change?

S exhibition on tea adver
tising utied, From an Imperial
Product 1o a Kational Drink:
Changing Images in the Cuaiture
of Tea Drinking in Modern In-
dia, begins on Decamber 7 at
Gagonendra Pradarshashala It
maps the social practices and
cultural nuances that have been
assoclated with tea drinking for
over a century The seven-day
show organised by the Centre
for Studies In Social Sciences,
Calcutta (CSSSC), will feature

sections called Tk 1 Raj and the
Tea; Trend to drink, Time to op-
pose; A Drink for a Natn: Na-
tion and its aesthetics; Camera
Lucida and Atterinoughts. It
will have photographs of bill-
boards and newsgaper adver
tisements, posters, calendars,
cartoons, drawlngs, Mustra-
tions, lobby cards of theatres,
actual billboards featuring tea
ads and several artifacts ke
the sand dial, sammovar and tes-
et A book on the history of
tea drinking wiil also be
launched at the inauguration.
“The exhibition has contri.
butions from private collector
Parimal Bay and the Hitech
Ranjan Memearial archive,” savs
Goutam Bhadra, professor of
history at the CSSSC, who has
conceptiealised, ressarched and

s B e AL S0

IPTBH'S

One vnf th-.* ads thatwlll I:IE on
display at the exhibition

put together the exhibition.
Every soction has a story “With
the birth of nationalizm, tea —
viewed as a drink of the British
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